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all the authorities of the native towns and vil-
lages that could, with any show of prudence., be
extended to them. We also understood, that they
had not a slave on board of either of them, which
was likely enough, as it is not customary to put
them on board until they are on the point of sail-
ing. These circumstances determined Lieutenant
Badgeley to return to the town, in which resolu-
tion he was also influenced by the consideration of
the inferiority of our force. A schooner of 120
tons, with no more than twenty Europeans on
board; the crew of the vessel being Africans (as
the ciews of most of the colonial vessels that navi-
gate this coast are,) could have but a poor chance
against five vessels, mustering not less than 150
white men of different nations, and reckoning 80
guns to our six. The caution evinced by this step,
however justified by circumstances, did not, I must
confess, appear to me to be very creditable to our
character, and must have made us look very foolish.
After having chased the slavers so far up the river,
we ought to have brought the matter to an issue,
particularly as we had the eyes of all the coun-
try upon us, and were regarded with great anxiety
by the people of Old Calabar town, as well as by
the crews of the British merchant-vessels in the
river. The affair gave the slavers an opportunity
of exulting over our failure, and their own good
fortune; which, I think, was to be regretted.
On going down the river, a large canoe came